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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Alcohol and drug use disorders in an adult attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder 

clinical population: Prevalence and associations with ADHD symptom severity and 

emotional dysregulation  This manuscript represents an observational study of the 

prevalence of alcohol and drug use in adults with ADHD and/ or emotional 

dysregulation.  Reported results show higher prevalence of DUD but not AUD among 

adults with ADHD and increased risk for DUD in men with ADHD and adults with 

emotional dysregulation. AUD risk was related to increased age and maleness. Results 

are discussed in relation to better understanding the risk for AUD and DUD in the adult 

ADHD population.  This is a well powered study of a clinical sample and provides 

insight into the prevalence of comorbidity of ADHD and substance disorders. I think 

some adjustments would contribute to strengthening this important clinical information.  

The use of the same sample for testing two hypotheses calls for multiple test correction.    

Was living with children part of time (partial custody) defined as living with or not 

living with children? I am not clear about the significance of this information to the 

analysis or the manuscript.  The information was briefly presented in the results and 

not discussed in the discussion.  The use of stimulants as a treatment for ADHD and the 

relationship between the prescribed stimulants and stimulants associated with DUD is 

not distinguished or discussed.  Nor are any other medication effects. 

 


