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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Thank you for the invitation to review the manuscript by Chang Y. and colleagues.
Nutritional assessment and subsequent interventions are an important and integral part
of management and care in any chronic disease. This manuscript focuses on the
nutritional risk assessment in hepatitis B patients, investigating different surrogate
markers such as D-lactate, cytokines (endotoxin, TNFa, IL10, and IL1), skeletal muscle
and fat content in addition to gastrointestinal biomarkers in different hepatitis B patients
cohorts (acute-on-chronic HBV, compensated HVB) in the context of (different)
nutritional interventions. This is an interesting and well-written manuscript however,
the authors tend to overcomplicate with the presentation of numerous results, making it
difficult for the reader to follow the main idea. I would suggest to focus on the most
important results and try to modify the Methods and Results. However, the final
message is clearly showing that early initiated nutritional support in HBV-ACLF

patients is associated with better short term prognosis.



