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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated

2 Revisions have been made according to the suggestions of the reviewers:

Reviewer 1:

(1) The local IRB approval number was integrated in the appropriate place in the manuscript.

(2) We stressed the strengths of our study in the, last but one, paragraph in the discussion.


Reviewer 2:

(1) In response to the question “Why the authors divided the studied patients into three age groups? Is it not enough to stratify the patients into older than 75 years and younger than 75 years?” We reply that the reviewer is correct to ask this. As we point out in the discussion, previous literature which assessed TACE among elderly patients defined elderly with 65 years as a cut off. We wanted to present comparable data and therefore decided to present results for patients under the age of 65, between 65 and 75, and above 75.

(2) As requested, the hazard ratios are now presented in the paper. We apologize for our original erroneous data presentation – of course the data presented in table 1 are hazard ratios and NOT odds ratios – they resulted from a Cox proportional HAZARD model. The table has been corrected.

(3) There were no differences in the creatinine levels between the groups. We added a p-value for the comparison in the text and also point this out in table 2.

(4) In response to the question “what’s the advantage and novelty of this study compared to other similar studies?” we reply that the previous reviewer also asked that we stress our study’s strengths. We now do this in the discussion. The strengths include the detailed documentation of post TACE complications and laboratory results and the 75 years age cut-off.

(5) We corrected the percentages in the abstract. 

(6) We changed “presented as” to “depicted with”. We corrected “the” to “they”.

(7) We clarified the results as the reviewer suggested.
3 References and typesetting were corrected

Thank you again for reviewing and publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastroenterology.
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