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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

1) General comments Dr. Ruiz, et al. reviewed ‘Medical, Ethical, and Legal Aspects of
Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation of Crohn’s Disease in Brazil’. The article is well
presented. The reviewer has some comments. 1. This is a review article, please describe
effects of HSCT for several diseases from current reports. 2. Please describe mechanisms
or pathophysiology of HSCT for CD more detail. 3. Then, the authors can describe effects
of HSCT for CD from current reports including non-effective reports. 4. The authors
should explain the efficacy points or endo points in each study in carefully. Because some
studies report no effects of this HSCT for CD, the authors should clarify the
differentiations of each study. 5. In Brazil studies, the authors should explain with actual
data more detail. 6. Then, the authors can summarize which CD patients would be useful

for HDCT.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In the original article of Ruiz et al. the authors aimed to summarize the current situation
regarding the treatment of Crohn's disease (CD) with autologous HSCT and to emphasize
medical, ethical, legal, and aspects that permeate the procedure in Brazil. The manuscript
is of clinical importance since the use of HSCT in therapy refractory Crohn's disease is a
potential option. However, there are some points that need revision. The Introduction
is too long, it must be shortened and focused on the real topic of the manuscript. In the
review of the use of HSCT in CD all around the world, the authors briefly display the
results of known trials. I miss the summary of the inclusion and exclusion criteria in these
studies. Regarding the Brazilian situation, the authors wrote the ethical considerations,
then they describe the first experiments with HSCT therapy in CD patients. Please,
describe the exact protocols of HSCTs used in the different hospitals. What is the reason
of the altered amount of involved patients between A, B, C and D hospitals? (In hospital
A 50 pts, however together only 8 pts. in the other hospitals). English language needs
major revision. The current form of the manuscript needs major revision before

reconsidering for a potential acceptance in WJSC.



