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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Toyoshima et al. aimed to investigate the association between Kyoto classification and 

the topographic distribution of neutrophil activity and suggest that Kyoto classification 

score is associated with the topographic distribution of neutrophil activity. This is a very 

interesting study and clinical and endoscopy based criteria for atrophic gastritis/cancer 

risk assessment is encouraged.   The study has a number of weaknesses as mentioned 

by authors themselves and these would reduce the strength of the study conclusion. The 

presence of neutrophils might be a risk factor for gastric cancer and based on Kyoto 

classification. However, the neutrophils are a non-specific inflammatory reaction that 

would require more quantitative specification like a cut off to signify these arguments 

and statements.  In discussion authors mention after the atrophic gastritis progression, 

intestinal metaplasia occurs, especially in the antrum.  I would suggest the authors 

define clearly what they mean by atrophic gastritis? In my opinion intestinal metaplasia 

and fibrosis are the main component of atrophic gastritis. The presence of neutrophil 

might be associated with atrophic gastritis but this could be present also without 

atrophic gastritis.   Discussion should be more focused on authors finding 

 


