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Germinomas of basal ganglia and thalamus: Four case reports
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Zheng-Qi Lu, Feng Qin

Abstract
BACKGROUND

Basal ganglia and thalamus germinomas were often difficult for early diagnosis due to
absence of elevated tumor markers and atypical of clinical symptoms and

neuroimaging features.
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Germinomas of the basal ganglia are almost always unilateral and precocious puberty is a rare
manifestation in them. We report a 9.5-year-old boy who presented with incomplete isosexual precocity
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of basal ganglia have been reported in association with Down's syndrome. 3,14 The occurrence of
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Thalamus and basal ganglia germinomas show a male predominance and present as a single tumor in
most reported cases [2, 4]. Progressive weakness, nausea and vomiting are the most common clinical
presentation. Some cases report that the disease progresses for 2 years until the time of diagnosis [4, 5].
A rapid clinical deterioration is generally associated with intratumor bleeding. Most thalamic and basal
ganglia germinoma cases _
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What is the basal ganglia and thalamus? N
What is differential diagnosis for basal ganglia? N

What is the first line of investigation for basal ganglia? av
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