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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript “Chronic liver disease following hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and 

HIV co-infection in the context of underlying metabolic syndrome: Current state of the 

art” by Amponsah-Dacosta et al. focuses on the chronic liver disease associated with the 

hepatitis B virus and human immunodeficiency virus coinfection. This is a 

well-organized review article, and it reads smoothly. Multiple literatures were reviewed 

and cited. It is known that HBV and HIV independently may play a role in liver disease. 

However, their role in the setting of coinfection was not detailly analyzed. Thus, this 

paper could serve a great recourse for the understanding of HBV- and HIV-associated 

liver disease in the context of underlying metabolic syndrome.    This is a well written 

manuscript; however, addition of the is following work may help to strengthen it:  It 

has been shown that interaction of HIV proteins gp120 and tat with epithelial cells may 

induce epithelial-mesenchymal transition, which may lead to the development of 

fibrosis (Lien et al., PLoS One. 2019 Dec 23;14(12):e0226343. doi: 

10.1371/journal.pone.0226343. eCollection 2019.) Thus, HIV interaction with liver cells 

may synergize the development of HBV-associated cirrhosis. 

 


