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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The framework of writing is intact. However, English use still requires re-checking (e.g. 

402 cases series, line 2 and ---). Some doubts require clarification: 1. The conclusion in 

Abstract (line 27-34) is too long. It had better be simplified. 2. This treatment regimen is 

for temporary use before definite internal fixation is performed. In Highlights, long-term 

safety (line 49) is suggested to follow. What do you mean? 3. In Results, description of 

demography (line 166-171) had better be used with a ratio. The exact number makes 

confusing. 4. Line 171-173, what do you mean? 5. Line 189, discharge is generally due to 

too small incision wound for pin insertion with poor drainage. With a short period of 

pin insertion in this study, the causes of discharge problems should be searched with 

discussion. 6. In Discussion, the authors should search for some prior articles about the 

safe periods of primary external fixation and secondary internal fixation. The internal 

fixation includes an intramedullary nail or plate. If the secondary internal fixation is 

performed beyond the safe period, how to handle to prevent deep infection?   7. In 

Table 1, the orientation of pin insertion is doubtful. The principle of pin insertion is from 

a dangerous zone to a safe zone for prevention of damage by pin deviation. Therefore, at 

the femur supracondyle, the starting point is from the lateral aspect (for the common 

peroneal nerve). Similarly, at the whole tibia (for nerves and vessels), at the calcaneus 

(for the posterior tibial artery). Explanation is necessary in Discussion section. 
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