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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the manuscript.  I read with interest the paper 

by Li Y et al, which is a description of three cases of patients with Maple Syrup Urine 

Disease.  The paper is predominantly concentrated on radiological findings in patients 

with this rare disorder, and may be of interest to wide spectrum of readers (pediatricians, 

radiologists). The paper is well-writen and I have only a few minor comments. I feel that 

the title of the paper needs revision, as a mention of a "review" may mislead potential 

readers. I would suggest "Maple Syrup Urine Disease: case reports of brain MRI 

findings", for example. If possible, please, consider providing more keywords ("case 

report" "brain imaging") to make the paper more visible by  search engines. There is a 

lack of description of methods used to obtain images, provided in the paper. In general, 

minimum information on device manufacturer and a model used (optional - 

characteristics of possible magnetic field), imaging regimen are required.  The 

manuscript is well-ilustrated, though table 1 needs size and font corrections.  The 

authors provided structered and detailed discussion, however I would suggest to 

highlight specific matters that, in my opinion, could make the paper much interesting by 

providing practical approach: a) how often brain (MR) imaging is used for diagnosis of 

the condition now?  b) is it possible to provide a possible algorithm of actions - which 

patient is eligible for brain MRI and and when this examination should be performed c) 

which of the specific MRI features should be taken into the account? d) whether it is 

necessary to provide MRI follow-up, and when?  Is it possible to provide more details 

about the cases? How did the brain imaging influenced the disease flow?  Please, 

consider revision of the conclusions according to the aim of the paper (may be - global 

prevalence of MSUD, possible outcomes and charcteristic MRI features of MSUD...).  

Language polishing is recomended, several typos are noted (page 10 - "This result 
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indicates that the classic form of MSUD has typical imaging manifestations, and the 4 

cases we reported are the same, which strongly supports the theory we mentioned 

above" (4 cases?), page 11 - conclusion, page 1 - abstract, etc). Please, provide normal 

ranges of the mentioned laboratory markers, as they may differ depending on reactives' 

manufacturer and the method of detection. I feel that the mentioned flaws are easy to fix. 

In case substantial changes are made, the manuscript may be recommended for 

publishing. 
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Congratulations to the authors with the great job done. All the matters raised in the 

previous review were answered.  The paper has been improved significantly.  

 


