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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Comments to the Author: This study was aimed to investigate the prevalence and 

predictors of NAFLD and liver fibrosis by transient elastography (TE) with associated 

controlled attenuation parameter (CAP) in PCOS patients from South Asia. It is an 

interesting study. However, several important issues should be noted and revised: 

1.About study population: the subjects enrolled in this article were only “PCOS patients 

(mean age 36.3 years) with no significant alcohol intake or viral hepatitis”. The lack of 

control group made the CAP and liver stiffness mentioned in the result part inaccurate. 

An accurate value was very important to discover the exact association between PCOS 

and NAFLD. So, the control group need to supplement. 2.In the study design part, it was 

mentioned that NAFLD was defined as CAP >288 dB/m. Significant liver fibrosis (stage 

2 and higher out of 4) was defined as TE measurement >8.0 kPa. But As we all know, the 

values of liver fibrosis measured by transient elastography would be influenced by 

many factors, including liver enzyme levels and cholestasis. In this article, how to 

differentiate real fibrosis from elevated measured values influenced by liver enzyme and 

other factors? 3.There isn’t any information about some important clinical characteristics 

such as bilirubin levels which could also affected the CAP 4.The references between 

2019~2020 should be added. 
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