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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
I had the pleasure to read the paper “Application of neoadjuvant chemotherapy

combined with anlotinib in occult breast cancer: A case report” written by Yu Zhang et
al. The authors present a case with occult breast cancer (OBC) with good results after
neoadjuvant chemotherapy combined with anlotinib. The authors claim as this is the
tirst report of this combination, a regimen that could be a suitable treatment option for
OBC. OBC is a rare type of breast cancer, with low incidence and no systematic and
standard treatment plan. The title of the paper reflects the main subject and the type of
article, case report. The abstract correctly summarizes the main aspects of the case and
the management, presenting also the evolution and the importance of this case
presentation. Also, the keywords reflect the subject. I would not include “case report” as
a keyword, even that it reflects the type of the paper. In the Introduction the authors
describe appropriately the OBC definition and difficulties of diagnosis and management
in this form of cancer. Also, the anlotinib is introduced with its dual effects on
angiogenesis and tumor growth. The case presentation is clear, correctly following the
steps to understand all the diagnosis and management of the patient. Data from history,
physical exam, imaging support the diagnosis. Then, the treatment is presented with all
cycles and surgery, plus radiotherapy and endocrine therapy. The follow-up of the case
for 5 months was without signs of recurrence or metastasis. In the Discussion chapter of
the manuscript, the authors interpret the findings adequately and appropriately, with a
correct highlighting of the key points of the case. The authors interpret all the data in
corroboration with data from the literature following the main aspects: no uniform
treatment for OBC, the use of anlotinib, the mastectomy role and the prognosis of OBC
compared with non-OBC patients. The figures included in the paper present the

imaging results and the table present the US evaluation of lymph node during the
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treatment. Probably the legend of the images could insert more data about the results,
not only the type of examination. The manuscript cites appropriately important
references. I did not find any self-citation or incorrect citations. Just a minor correction at
the first reference should be done (as the names are in Capital letters). The authors
prepared their manuscripts according to the manuscript type and CARE Checklist.
Related to the ethics statements, the authors present that the written informed consent
was obtained before presenting the case. The manuscript is well and coherently
organized, and the important data of the case are well presented. The style, language

and grammar are accurate. There is no need for language corrections.
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The manuscript was improved based on reviewers recommendations. Still, I would
recomand to use the full name of disease (occult breast cancer) at the beginning of the

text - INTRODUCTION (as in abstract) and then to use the abbreviation OBC.
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