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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The article is original and explores an important field of preoperative evaluation of the
patients, linking the patient’s features to overall survival. The data used for the score
assembled are routine data, non-expensive and apparently can be used as markers for “a
priori” survival rate for oesophageal cancer. Limitation of the study is to ignore
completely the postoperative complication and mortality rates. Type of surgery is not
made explicit. As this kind of surgery has a high-morbidity, I would appreciate a split of
the mortality for what concerns the complications. I assume that the lower limit of 0.19
year survival is affected by this. In my opinion as the data of pulmonary function and
nutritional status are above all linked with the incidence of complication I would say
that this field should be inspected. The survival of cancer after surgery without a clear
indication of what happened during and after surgery is not enough to reach good data.

The comparison of coMVV-HALP with TNM would deserve a comment in the
discussion, as would a comparison between the significance of the two scores for overall
and cancer specific survival Other specific comments - The abstract well represents
the text and the whole study, but is a little bit. As the study is composed of different
parts with lots of comparisons, I would rather just focus on main results. -  There are
a few spelling errors (e.g. in line 3 of the abstract “caners”). - Illustrations and tables. I
would only add the J point on the ROC curves. - Discussion: as stated for pulmonary
surgery cited in literature, the association of the results with the incidence of
complication is not mentioned, as well as this data of postoperative mortality is not

explained in the overall survival rates. -
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The present manuscript shows that pulmonary function, laboratory findings reflecting
nutritional and inflammatory status, and its combination can predict survival outcome
in patients with esophageal squamous cell carcinoma who underwent surgery. Although
the findings are predicted results, they are meaningful because these studies have been
rare in esophageal squamous cell cancer. There are a few concerns to be clarified. 1. The
authors stated that low FVC has been implicated as a risk prognostic factor in gastric
cancer or esophageal cancer in previous studies. Please, provide difference between FVC
and MVV in this cohort. 2. Low MVV would be correlated with morbidity or mortality
due to post-operative respiratory complication. It needs to provide how the authors

corrected this confounding factor.
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The authors succesfully addressed all the issues raised
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