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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This work analyze the beneficial effects of treatment with probiotics in patients suffering
from mild acute pancreatitis. Previous works have used probiotics in severe, but not
mild, acute pancreatitis. Authors found interesting results showing that oral treatment
with capsules containing a preparation of Bacillus subtilis and Enterococcus faecium is
able to reduce the length of hospital stay, as well as the abdominal pain relief time and
the successful oral feeding time. This is an interesting paper; however, authors should
revise several minor points. ABSTRACT  The following paragraph have an
inconsistency with respect to the results: “The probiotics group was associated with a
shorter abdominal pain relief time, successful oral feeding time, and a lower rate of
recurrent abdominal pain (all P <0.05) than the placebo group. No difference was found
in recurrent abdominal pain between the two groups”. I suggest rewriting this
sentence: “The probiotics group was associated with a shorter abdominal pain relief
time and successful oral feeding time (both P <0.01) than the placebo group. No
statistical difference was found in recurrent abdominal pain between the two groups”.

Species names (scientific names) should be written in italic (Bacillus subtilis and
Enterococcus faecium). MATERIAL AND METHODS In previous studies in severe
acute pancreatitis, other strains of probiotic bacteria have been used, such as
Bifidobacterium spp. or Lactobacillus spp. Whether Bacillus subtilis and Enterococcus
faecium are used in this study for any reason, this should be given in this section.

RESULTS In the text of the second paragraph, there are some inconsistencies with
respect to data from Table 1. Thus, in this table we can see that 46 females participates in
this study from a total of 128 patients. Thus, 82 male is the 64.1 % from total patients and
not “66.7%” as it is stated in the text. Please check these data. In the “Secondary End

Points” paragraph, two “P=0.01" that appear in the text should be replaced by “P<0.01”
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In the “Safety and Harm” paragraph, the results are in Table 3, and not in “Table 2” as
stated in the text. Furthermore, several percentages showed in the text are not quite
correct. For instance, in the probiotic group, 3 patients suffered from abdominal pain:
4.68% from total (64). Therefore, it is a 5% and not 4% from probiotic group. There is a
misprint in a P value in this paragraph. In table 3, exacerbating abdominal discomfort

shows “P=0.47" whereas in the text appear “P=0.75"
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The authors have revised the manuscript and all the reviewer comments have been
satisfactorily addressed. Thus, I consider that the paper is suitable for publication in its

present form.
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