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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Improving treatments for rectal cancer is a very important problem of our time. 

Systematic reviews and meta-analyzes are the gold standard for summarizing findings. 

A systematic review with meta-analysis on this topic has not yet been published, which 

gives it a high scientific value for readers. While reviewing the manuscript, I got the 

following comments: 1) you should not excluding letters to the editor, abstracts of 

conferences, etc. from the analysis - they may contain very valuable original data that 

have not yet been published and may not be published further at all; 2) you should not 

limit yourself to English-language articles - modern free online translators are able to 

provide translation into English at an acceptable level; However, I do not think that not 

including these works significantly affected the results. 3) I would include the data of the 

meta-analysis of complications in the abstract 4) the phrase "Two authors conducted the 

literature screening, data extraction, and risk assessment of bias." does not carry 

important information and can be removed from the abstract 5), if data are available, I 

recommend you to conduct a meta-analysis of the efficacy and safety of this intervention 

at different stages of cancer and with different concomitant therapy. I have no significant 

comments on this manuscript and I consider it worthy of publication. 
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I have no additional questions, I believe that the manuscript is worthy of being 

published. 

 


