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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors investigated the biological functions and clinical significance of IncRNA
W42 in hepatocellular carcinoma. Their results showd that the novel IncRNA W42,
which is upregulated in HCC, may serve as a potential candidate prognostic biomarker
and therapeutic target in HCC patients. The results are and methods are technically
sound, but the article need to be further improved before accept for publication: 1.More
data is needed to explain why the authors focus their research on IncRNA W42? 2.The

authors need to provide more information about IncRNA W42 in the main text.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear Authors, Thank you for your assigning to review the manuscript entitled,
"Upregulation of long noncoding RNA W42 promotes tumor development by binding
with DBNT1 in hepatocellular carcinoma". The manuscript is well written and the topic is
very interesting and timely. However, several major criticisms should be addressed as
following. Major 1) Please add more explanations on the reasons why you select the
non-coding long RNA W42 for analysis and the background on this important fact. 2)
Are there any other mon-coding RNAs involved in the development of hepatocellular
carcinoma? If any references on non-coding RNAs related on the development of HCC
have been reported to date, please list them up, and if possible, please add a new table
on the manuscripts that have been reported to date. In addition, please add your own
opinion on the future possibilities and perspectives on this important fact in the
Discussion section. 3) Is the non-coding long RNA W42 really one of triggers for
hepatocellular carcinoma carcinogenesis? Factors different from carcinogenesis or
genetic and epigenetic factors related to the flow from chronic hepatitis to liver cirrhosis
or from focal hepatocellular carcinoma carcinogenesis in the liver to multi-organ
metastasis. For example, consider possible involvement in inflammation, fibrosis, viral
hepatitis such as HBV, HCV, fatty liver, race, age, gender differences, etc., and add your
own thoughts and considerations to the section of Dicussion. 4) For example, recently,
miRNA and ctDNA are detected in blood and body fluids such as urine, are useful for
screening for the presence diagnosis of various cancers. Is it possible that non-coding
RNA W42 or part of it can be detected in peripheral blood? Please add your own
opinions and considerations on the expectations and usefulness of this method for future
clinical diagnosis and screening for hepatocellular carcinoma detection. Sincerely

yours, Takuya Watanabe, M.D., PhD, Director Watanabe Internal Medicine Aoyama
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Dear Authors, The manuscript is properly revised. It is OK as it stands. sincerely



