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A case of pulmonary alveolar proteinosis complicated by suppurative
pneumonia due to Nocardia brasiliensis is reported. The nocardiosis was
successfully treated. The lesions due to pulmonary alveolar proteinosis have
disappeared, as judged by radiographic study, during the course of two
years.
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Pulmonary alveolar proteinosis

Pulmonary alveolar proteinosis is a rare lung disorder
characterized by an abnormal accumulation of surfactant-
derived lipoprotein compounds within the alveoli of the

lung. The accumulated substances interfere with the
normal gas exchange and expansion of the lungs,
ultimately leading to difficulty breathing and a predisposition
to developing lung infections. The causes of PAP may be
grouped into primary, secondary, and congenital causes,
although the most common cause is a primary autoimmune
condition in an individual.
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complicating pulmonary alveolar proteinosis. The patient was hospitalized because of shortness

of breath of two years' duration. He had suffered several episodes of malaise of respiratory origin.
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Patients with pulmonary alveolar proteinosis are prone to necardiosis and infection with other
fungi. Diagnosis is made by lung biopsy. Twenty of the 93 patients reported upon were alive at the
time of this review, 37 were dead and 36 had been lost to follow-up.
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