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BACKGROUND
The procedure for lateral lymph node dissection [LLNDh is complicated and can result

in complications. We developed a technique for laparoscopic LLND based on two
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The lymph nodes draining the rectum below the peritoneal reflection is found to follow two major
pathways (a) Along the superior rectal artery and the inferior mesenteric artery into the para-aortic nodes
(b) Along the middle and inferior rectal artery into the obturator, internal iliac and external iliac nodes. The
majority of the first group of nodes are resected as a part of Total Mesaorectal Excision (TME) [1,2]. The
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Lateral lymph node dissection (LLD) for rectal cancer is a technically difficult procedure. This study
aimed to compare the short-term outcomes and the initial oncological outcomes between the robotic-
assisted laparoscopic LLD (RALLD) and the conventional laparoscopic LLD (CLLLD) in patients with
rectal cancer
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