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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Authors studied the serotonin syndrome (SS), an adverse drug reaction that is a 

consequence of excessive activation of central and peripheral serotonergic receptors by 

the clinical use of several serotonergic drugs. It is characterized by altered mental 

activity, neuromuscular hyperactivity, and autonomic disturbances, and sometimes it 

can lead to death. Diagnosis of SS is purely clinical and primary care physicians are not 

familiar with this syndrome. Thus, misdiagnosis for mild SS is common in clinical 

practice and studies on SS are focused on acute and severe cases. Then, in this 

retrospective study, authors evaluate clinical aspects of the mild chronic SS through the 

study of patients having symptoms that met the Hunter criteria for SS for more than 6 

weeks. They hypothesize that patients receiving serotonergic drugs for a long period 

could be suffering from a mild and chronic SS that is not diagnosed as such, and in some 

of them SS may progress rapidly to death. Thus, authors suggest that these patients 

should be thoroughly physically examined to detect symptoms of chronic SS. This is an 

interesting and well written paper that may helps to unmask mild cases of SS in patients 

under chronic serotonergic treatment that present non-specific clinical symptoms. I only 

have minor concerns.  The name of the hospital where data are obtained is no given in 

the Methods section.  In the Discussion, authors stated “… cyproheptadine (a 5‑HT2A 

antagonist) …”. It is the main drug used in cases of SS, thus I suggest to specify that 

cyproheptadine is a 5-HT antagonist the first time that it appears in the abstract as well 

as in the main text (second paragraph of Results).  I suggest using only the abbreviated 

form “SS” instead “serotonin syndrome” throughout the text.  The terms “5-

hydroxytryptamine” and “5-HT” are included in text at the end of the Discussion 

section. I suggest to introduce this terms as synonymous of serotonin at the beginning of 

the Introduction and to use only one of them: “serotonin” throughout the text. 
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satisfactorily addressed. Thus, I consider that the paper is suitable for publication in its 

present form.


