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» Title should be corrected (the current title reflex only one intervention - liver
resection - while the cases of transarterial chemoembolization were also studied and
compared). * Abstract summarizes and reflect the work described in the manuscript
adequate. ¢ Key words are relevant. ¢ Background adequately describes the present
status and significance of the study. * Selected methods for the review and
meta-analysis are appropriate. *  The main results lead to following: QOL is better
after hepatectomy than after TACE. QOL is better after laparoscopic hepatectomy than
after open hepatectomy. These results can be taken into consideration in planning
interventions for hepatocellular carcinoma. ¢ The provided discussion should be
considered as satisfactory. It is constructed clearly and logically. ¢ The provided
figures and tables add light to the presented material. Beside the quality of figures
should be improved. ¢  The statistical methods represent one of the good choices
taking into the account the aim and methodology of presented research. ¢  The
selected references response the requirement of World Journal of Gastroenterology.

The manuscript style, language and grammar should be improved. Several sad
mistakes were found, for example: “Mortality after hepatectomy has improved”
should be changed as “Mortality after hepatectomy has decreased” etc. It is
recommended to be checked by the native speaker. ¢  Authors have prepared their
manuscripts according to PRISMA 2009 Checklist - Evidence-Based Medicine,

Systematic review, Meta-Analysis.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Authors submitted a meta-analysis reporting on Qol after liver resection. The paper
could be interesting, especially considering success of (not so) new approaches, like
laparoscopy. Some topics need to be assessed The paper should assess “patients that
have undergone liver resection “, thereforethe analysis on hepatectomy vs TACE is off
topic for different reasons. First of all because TACE is of course not a resection. Then
TACE is used mainly for HCC (a selected subset of patients) and as Authors themselves
state, patients candidate to TACE are quite different to patients treated with liver
resection. The main limit of the paper is heterogeneity. Authors analysed 10 papers
covering too large a span of time (2001-2019). Then the papers analised reports of
different disease. 4 papers reports only on HCC (one of which on even a more selected
group of patients HCC+ thrombi). 2 papers reports on on hemangiomas, 1 on
“miscellaneous” benign lesions. The analysis that could have been more interesting
and current, lap vs open resections is conducted on papers on benign lesions. Some
minor aspect to assess: Abstract conclusion: it is no no conclusion, just underline the
limit of the analysis Introduction: statement on “hepatectomy” refer mainly on paper
regarding HCC [2,3,4] Discussion: The FACT-Hep paragraph: “Our results indicate that
HCC patients QoL... The studies included in this analysis included patients with severe
symptoms ... [27,29]. The cited papers refer on Hemangioma, not HCC. In conclusion,
the meta analysis could have been interesting but the small number and heterogeneity of

the articles available for the analysis make the paper of limited interest.
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No additional comments. I hope this paper would be beneficial for target audience.
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