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Authors submitted a meta-analysis reporting on Qol after liver resection. The paper 

could be interesting, especially considering success of (not so) new approaches, like 

laparoscopy. Some topics need to be assessed The paper should assess “patients that 

have undergone liver resection “, thereforethe analysis on hepatectomy vs TACE is off 

topic for different reasons. First of all because TACE is of course not a resection. Then 

TACE is used mainly for HCC (a selected subset of patients) and as Authors themselves 

state, patients candidate to TACE are quite different to patients treated with liver 

resection.  The main limit of the paper is heterogeneity. Authors analysed 10 papers 

covering too large a span of time (2001-2019). Then the papers analised reports of 

different disease. 4 papers reports only on HCC (one of which on even a more selected 

group of patients HCC+ thrombi). 2 papers reports on on hemangiomas, 1 on 

“miscellaneous” benign lesions.  The analysis that could have been more interesting 

and current, lap vs open resections is conducted on papers on benign lesions. Some 

minor aspect to assess: Abstract conclusion: it is no no conclusion, just underline the 

limit of the analysis Introduction: statement on “hepatectomy” refer mainly on paper 

regarding HCC [2,3,4] Discussion: The FACT-Hep paragraph: “Our results indicate that 

HCC patients QoL… The studies included in this analysis included patients with severe 

symptoms … [27,29]. The cited papers refer on Hemangioma, not HCC. In conclusion, 

the meta analysis could have been interesting but the small number and heterogeneity of 

the articles available for the analysis make the paper of limited interest. 
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