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INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN SUBJECTS
FWA # 00006767 Lubbock/Odessa IRB #00000096

TTUHSC Research Investigators:

It is the policy of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center Institutional Review Board
to not require researchers to submit an application to the IRB when a planned activity does not
involve human subjects defined as: any individual about whom an investigator (whether
professional or student) conducting research: (i) Obtains information or biospecimens
through intervention or interaction with the individual, and uses, studies, or analyzes the
information or biospecimens; or (ii) Obtains, uses, studies, analyzes, or generates identifiable
private information or identifiable biospecimens [45 CFR 102 (e)(1)].

This includes research using unidentifiable publicly or commercially available databases,
human cell lines, or material from human cadavers. In addition, data that has been previously
collected for an IRB-approved research project may be re-analyzed to answer a new research
question ONLY if the data have been completely de-identified prior to the new analysis.

If at any time, an investigator is able to “reasonably obtain” identifiers for a project, that
investigator must contact the IRB Office before proceeding with the research.

Please contact the TTUHSC IRB Office at any time for questions or additional information.
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