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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Alpha-1-fetoprotein (AFP) is used to monitor progression, evaluate response to therapy 

and predict recurrence of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) after hepatectomy. Other 

authors say  AFP>250ng/ml, DCP>450mAU/ml ( Transplant Int 2014,27.391-398 ), 

DCP>400mAu ( Am J Transplant 2009,9,2362-2371 ) and AFP>250μg/ml or AFPL3>35% 

or DCP>7.5μg/ml are good biomarker from the point of prognosis after surgery. I ask 

question to author. 1. Please tell me the reason why you select AFP to monitor 

recurrence after surgery. 2. Does AFP react more sensitively to post-treatment recurrence 

of liver cancer than other biomarkers ( DCP, AFPL3)? 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1 、 The manuscript  proposes the CEUS model enables the well-calibrated 

individualized prediction of ER before surgery and may represent a novel tool for 

biomarker research and individual counseling.First proposed combining 

contrast-enhanced ultrasound with serology biomarkers to predict the early recurrence 

of hepatocellular carcinoma.CEUS model that only requires preoperative available 

parameters may assist surgeons in planning a reasonable treatment strategy. 2、The 

quality and importance of this manuscript is statistical analysis,Multivariate Cox 

proportional hazards regression model was used to evaluate the independent prognostic 

factors of tumor recurrence.The  conclusions appropriately summarize the data that 

this study provided. 3.The limitations of the study and its findings as follows:Data 

authenticity of the cases included in the manuscript，how to avoid data errors caused by 

respiratory phase in quantitative analysis of CEUS. 

 


