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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this prospective randomized study, the authors investigate the role of Escherichia coli 

Nissle 1917 in the treatment of hepatic encephalopathy. EcN was more effective than 

lactulose. The topic may be of interest and overall the manuscript is clear, 

well-structured, and well-written. I have the following issues:  - The title and the 

abstract should state that the study was conducted on patients with minimal/mild HE. - 

In the Results the authors say that the baseline demographic and clinical characteristics 

did not significantly differ between groups. They should provide these data in a table. 

Please also include the etiology of cirrhosis. - The IRB approval and the informed 

consent should be accompanied by an English translation. 

 


