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Abstract

Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is one of the main causes of morbidity and mortality
worldwide. Most children acquire the infection perinatally or during early childhood, and
develop a chronic hepatitis characterized by a high viral replication and a low-
inflammation phase of infection, with normal or only slightly raised aminotransferases.
Although a conservative approach in children is usually recommended, different therapies
exist and different therapeutic approaches are possible. The main goals of antiviral

treatment for children with chronic HBV infection are to suppress viral replication and to
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Although entecavir is approved and recommended for children aged 2-17 years, and tenofovir for those
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aged 12-18 years, a conservative approach to treatment initiation in children is recommended.
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