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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

I've read the manuscript entitled “Dose-response Association between Risk Factors and
Incidence of COVID-19 in 325 Hospitalized Patients: A Multicenter Retrospective Cohort
Study”, which describes a cohort of COVID-19 patients and risk factors associated with
in-hospital mortality. The topic is of great interest in the setting of the ongoing pandemic,
building to current evidence on pointing out risk factors and phenotype of the patient at
risk for severe disease. “To our knowledge, no previous studies have been done among
patients with definite outcomes” - What do the authors mean exactly? There are several
large studies analyzing risk factors for mortality and severe disease in COVID-19
patients. There are some redundant or inappropriate phrases throughout the manuscript
- eg in results “none of the patients were younger than 20 years of age”, this is obvious
as in methodology the inclusion criteria was “adult inpatients (=20 years old)”. Also,
there is some inconsistency regarding outcomes assessed in the study - “combination of
age, sex, high-sensitivity C-reactive protein, d-dimer, lactate dehydrogenase, and
procalcitonin model was more precise in predicting clinical outcome than the single
factor alone” - how was clinical outcome defined/assessed?  The statistics and data on
dose-response relationship is interesting. The authors should acknowledge the
limitation in the time-period of the study population (at the beginning of the pandemic),

with the respective consequences (regarding diagnosis, treatment, admission criteria).
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This is represent the important issues not answered yet. This is a timely-appropriate
topic. It will provide the precious knoledge regarding the risk factors for clinicians to

keep in mind in dealing with COVID-19 patients.




