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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an investigation on the development of spinal clinical researches in the past 3 

decades. The manuscript is relatively well-written and referable results were achieved. 

There are some issues for the authors to address. 1. In Figure 1, “timespan” was 

1990-2021, which is contradictory to the description of “1990-2019” in other sections. 

Please explain.  2. The rationals of database selection in the method and limitation were 

not convincing, because it is common sense that the combination of databases would 

result in maximum results of interest. I am afraid the WoS search alone is not enough 

and this step should be improved in case of missing out potential studies.  3. In many 

parts of the manuscript, South Korean was categorized a developing country. In fact, 

South Korean is a developed country.  4. Research Topics & Emerging Trends, the pearl 

of your study, in the discussion is not adequately discussed. I believe the take home 

message of your article for readers is what specific changes the spine RCTs have 

experienced in last 30y. It would be better if this is expanded in a PICO (patient, 

intervention, comparison, outcome) fashion. 
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This is an interesting and meaningful study, and I recommend accept. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Thanks for inviting me to review this study. Generally, it was acceptable after minor 

revision. 1. The methodology is written too simply, and it is recommended that the 

methodological description of the article be improved by referring to the literature 

(Structure and trends of international sport nutrition research between 2000 and 2018: 

bibliometric mapping of sport nutrition science.). 2. The Figures should be higher 

resolution, many words are not clear.  3. The authors should highlight the main results 

while appropriately reducing the overall presentation of the content in figures. 4. Figure 

legends were too abbreviated, more explanations and details are needed to make it 

easier for readers. 5. It would be better to add a perspective section including reasonable 

expectations and predictions for spine RCT studies in conjunction with current 

cutting-edge research. 
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