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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript reports a preliminary study of the impact of rectal cancer treatment on 

anal function using 3D US. I have the following comments and questions:  1. What 

method was used to define the distance between the tumor and the anal verge? Was the 

same one used in every patient? 2. Were sexual practices investigated? Was anal sex 

practiced by patients? 3. Why were Fisher exact and Mann-Whitney tests used? It should 

be explained. 4. Why didn't the authors carry out a multivariable analysis? 5. Discussion 

is too long. It should be shortened. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The pathophysiological mechanism of LOW ANTERIOR RESECTION SYNDROME 

(LARS), after surgery for mild-low rectal cancer has not been fully investigated. The 

Authors evaluated a population of patients undergoing questionaire to get rectal cancer 

and surgery-related information and about defecation symptoms, three and six months 

after surgery. The Authors also evaluated patients by Three- dimensional 

high-resolution anorectal monometry (3D HR-ARM). The LARS decrased over time after 

surgery. The Authors concluded that anorectal disfunction, focal pressure defects of anal 

calnal and spastic peristaltic contractions from new rectum to anus post-operatively 

might be the major pathophysiological mechanism of LARS. The manuscript is good. 

The limits of this manuscript are the small sample size and the short follow-up. I believe 

that this manuscript is to be published on World journal of Clinical Cases.
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Thank you for addressing the questions appropriately. 

 

 


