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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors present an interesting retrospective comparative analysis study on short- 

and long- term outcomes of laparoscopic versus open liver re-resection for cirrhotic 

patients with post-hepatectomy HCC recurrence.  I would like to congratulate for the 

presentation of the study, the methods and the results presented. This will make an 

important contribution for the assessment and the evaluation of the laparoscopic liver 

surgery even in the setting of cirrhotic patients with post-hepatectomy HCC recurrence.  

My comments below:  INTRODUCTION - The introduction is written clearly, concisely 

and is a good background to the study.  METHODS - The authors present a 15-year 

experience in open and laparoscopic liver surgery, on minor and major hepatectomies, of 

both anterior and posterior hepatic segments, focused on post-hepatectomy HCC 

recurrence in cirrhotic patients, although the sample of patients enrolled is not large. The 

description of the methods and the presentation of the tables are clear, precise and 

complete.  RESULTS - The authors present short-term results (hospitalization and blood 

loss) in favor of laparoscopic group, but no significant differences on long-term 

oncological outcomes between open and laparoscopic liver resections.  The sample of 

patients enrolled is not large, but the authors describe well and honestly the 4 limitations 

of the study. On the other hand, the strong point is certainly a high criterion for selecting 

patients. It would be challenging to review future work with more patient enrollment.  

DISCUSSION – The discussion is very interesting, not excessively long, focused on the 

aim of work.  CONCLUSIONS - The conclusions should be a summary of the highlights 

of the outcomes discussed in the manuscript and advice for readers who could benefit 

from the evidence in the literature in daily practice. Please improve the conclusions by 
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giving future insights to the readers.   ABSTRACT - Please review the abstract as the 

significant results seems to be not in favor of the laparoscopic group.  Finally, good and 

updated bibliography collected and good presentation of the paper. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The study is a retrospective data analysis of laparoscopic liver re-resection versus open 

liver re-resection in patients with recurrent HCC. The study shows similar 1, 3, and 5-

year overall and disease free survival in both the groups. Though the authors have 

already raised the issue of missing data, however, the cause of death in the patients with 

recurrent HCC would be interesting to note as re-resection in these patients would be 

challenging and would be another risk factor for development of liver related 

decompensations.  They should also elaborate as to what were the criteria used to select 

a patient for open versus laparoscopic liver re-resection.   


