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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated

2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer
(1) A total of 87 patients staged pT1N0M0 and pT1N1M0 were excluded from the general analysis;
(2) 64 patients with radical resection and D2 lymphadenectomy at Affiliated Renji Hospital, Shanghai Jiaotong University School of Medicine from June 2005 to December 2005 were added and re-analysed with the previous database. The final number of cases in this research was 427;
(3) To compare the value of 3 staging methods in patients with an insufficient number of tested lymph nodes, patients were divided into 3 subgroups according to the total number of tested lymph nodes: <10,10-15 and >15;
(4)Tables and graphs were all modified according to the suggestions of the reviewers;
(5) A sentence of descriptive clarification was added on page 7;

(6) Some other defects noted by the reviewers were all corrected in the revised manuscript.
3 References and typesetting were corrected
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