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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear authors,  thank you for the effort of evaluating the number of PJI in your hospital 

series. PJI is an important topic and more research about the subject is needed.  That 

being said, there are a number of difficulties with the presented manuscript: - the 

number of infection cases is only 4 (which should be applauded because it is that low), 

which makes it impossible to draw any conclusion on the risk factors for infection. Rule 

of thumb for power analyses dictates about ten cases per included studied variable, 

which makes this study underpowered for even 1 variable, you included >15 variables. 

The study might improve by including over 5 years of patients, or combining numbers 

with multiple centers.  - you have probably missed quite a number of infections due to 

problems with local follow-up.  - you included both early and late infections, which 

have a different etiology. The latter probably doesnt have anything to do with you 

perioperative management.  - the STROBE statement has only scarcely been followed 

throughout the manuscript.  - you mention a significant result for the bearing type. This 

is incorrect as you would have expected these to be in that bearing type group as it 

consists of 90% of the patients.  - your conclusion is spot on: you didn't find a higher 

risk for any variable, because it was so underpowered. This study doesnt add any new 

data or finding to the current body of evidence on PJI.  - the study would greatly benefit 

from English text editing, as there are many language errors throughout. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Bearing surface and cement do have influence. The authors should have more 

discussions on these. For example, antibiotics loaded cement or not? 

 


