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The paper deals with an important and still enigmatic field in human virology, the occult 
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a normal review and would need an entire book. The author has very well illuminated 
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text (attached). Specific points  Among the not sufficiently considered aspects is  1. The 

question of infectivity originating from OBI carriers by organ transplantation and 

elsewhere 2. The role of vaccination for induction of OBI after exposure and the potential 

protection of OBI carriers against additional infection by HBV.  3. The role of HBsAg 
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mentioned.  
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This review article analysed the literature for viral and host factors that interact and lead 

to an occult form of the HBV infection, including the recent discoveries in miRNA 

involvement, epigenetic mechanisms, immune system factors and viral variants.   A lot 

of effort was put into this minireview. However, there are two major concerns:  1. The 

review will be much clearer if the author summarizes the key points in one or two tables 

or highlight with figures on the host immune response and mechanisms lead to OBI. In 

its current form, it is quite hard for non-HBV expert to understand and retain the key 

points in the manuscript.  2. I understand this to be a review article, but there are too 

many lines that will not pass the authentication standards necessary to avoid future 

challenges if published in its present form. I pasted a few examples in the uploaded file. 

I would suggest the author to do a careful check and re-write the lines in his own words 

in the next revision. 
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