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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This article reported rare case series of EBV-associated smooth muscle tumor in 

immunocompromised patients. The reported characteristics of their clinical course 

would be essential for future therapy. However, I have some comments as follows.  

Minor revise: 1. In case 1, what was the size of polypoid lesions in the sigmoid colon and 

rectum, respectively? It would be better if endoscopic pictures are added to Figure 1 and 

2.  2. In case 2, the authors reported that the patient had a history of “CD5 positive 

B-cell immune deficiency”. They need to check out the name of disease. Is there a 

possibility of CD5-positive diffuse large B-cell lymphoma?  3. In page 7 line 15, Figure 

3a→3A  4. Regarding Figure1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, corresponding Figure number 

should be included in the manuscript. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

EBV-SMTs is a rare oncological entity found in immunocompromised patients with either primary 

immunodeficiency as in Congenital Immunodeficiency or secondary immunodeficiency as seen in patients with 

HIV or post-transplant patients on long term immunosuppression. As the number of transplant patients go up, 

these tumors are increasingly reported with the help of histopathology. There is no clear consensus on the 

treatment of EBV-SMTs. The manuscript provides a comprehensive, systematic and in-depth summary of that, 

including surgical resection, chemotherapy, radiation, and reduction of immunosuppression have been explored 

on a case-by-case basis with varying degrees of success. The median latency time between immunosuppression 

and disease diagnosis is four years. EBV-SMTs present with variable degree of aggressiveness and seem to have 

worse clinical outcomes in patients with tumor multiplicity and worse immunocompetency. Questions regarding 

best treatment modality remain as cases are treated on a case by case basis. It is imperative to continue building 

on this knowledge and keeping EBV-SMTs on the differential in immunocompromised individuals.In this 

manuscript case series explored six different cases of EBV-SMTs across different age groups, different types of 

EBV-SMTs, with different treatment modalities used and added to the limited existing knowledge on this rare 

type of tumors. Therefore, I recommend publishing this manuscript. 


