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Manuscript titled 'Serum ferritin levels in children with attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder and tic disorder: A retrospective study based on a large Chinese sample' is well

written and can be accepted for publication. However, some more references should be

added.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

With thanks for your valuable manuscript, please consider the following comments:
Introduction - State specific objectives, including any prespecified hypotheses.
Method - Clearly define all outcomes, and potential confounders. - Provide details of
methods of assessment (measurement) in a separate part. - Explain who diagnosed
the clients with ADHD, TD, and ASD. - Describe any efforts to address potential
sources of bias. - Explain how the study size was arrived at - Describe statistical methods
used to control for confounding. - Describe any methods used to examine subgroups and
interactions. - Explain how missing data were addressed - Transfer the Data Extraction
part information to the Result section. Results - Give characteristics of study
participants (eg demographic) in a Table and present number of participants with
missing data for each variable . - Use Regression analysis according to gender and age.
- Give unadjusted estimates and their precision (eg, 95% confidence interval). Make clear
which confounders were adjusted for and why they were included. - Enter data of
clients with ASD in all Tables and text. - Use Variance analysis to compare groups. -
Overall, the analysis of the Result section should be modified, please consult with an
expert in analysis of data and perform it again. ~ Discussion - Update the Discussion
section based on using new analysis. - Discuss both direction and magnitude of any

potential bias. - Discuss the generalisability (external validity) of the study results.
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