
Approval and consent


  The study protocol was reviewed and approved by the institutional review board of our 

hospital (approval no. 111-E-01). All procedures were performed under the ethical 

standards of the institutional research committee and those of the 1964 Helsinki 

Declaration and its later amendments, or comparable ethical standards. The requirement 

for informed consent was waived by the institutional review board of our hospital due to 

the retrospective nature of the study, and patient information was anonymized and de-

identified prior to analysis.


