Answering Reviewers

December 19, 2012

Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed the edited manuscript (file name: 759-review revise.doc).

Title: The role of osteoclasts in regulating haematopoietic stem and progenitor cells
Author: Takeshi Miyamoto
Name of Journal: World Journal of Orthopedics
ESPS Manuscript NO: 759
The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1. Page 4 line 13 

An author should explain about three independent osteoclast-less.
Reply: According to this comments, we added the comment about three independent osteoclast-less mice.
2. Page 4 “HSPC mobilization is impaired in osteoporotic OPG-deficient mice” line 1-6 an author described about OPG-deficient mice. However line 7 of page 4 - line 13 of Page 5 content doesn’t fit the topic. In addition, the content was written repeatedly in line 1- 17 of Page 7 “Haematopoiesis in osteoclast-less thereby BM-less animals”.

Reply: Thank you for your suggestion. Now a new subheading was added about the content in line 7 of page 4 - line 13 of Page 5, and the repeated content written in Page 7 was deleted.
3. Page 4 line 8 “HSPC mobilization is impaired in osteoporotic OPG-deficient mice” 

PTH has dual effects depending on its administration method in bone formation and resorption. It should be introduced in detail.

Reply: According to this comment, I added information about the difference of PTH function in bone formation and resorption by PTH administration method.
4. There is no description in the text about all figures.

Reply: I added the figure number in the text.

5. In Figure legends, authors should confirm title of Figure 3. 

“Figure 3: Increased bone mass is associated with (?) an increased HSC pool”

Reply: I changed the title of Figure 3 as “Figure 3: Increased bone mass is associated with an increased HSC pool”.

7. Page 8 “Pharamacological inhibition of osteoclasts and future direction” 

An author have just explained that osteoclasts are dispensable for HSC maintenance and mobilization. However, this sentence was confused whether or not the effects of osteoclast in HSC mobilization.

Reply: I deleted the “and future direction” from the title.
Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Orthopedics.
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