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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This review showed that left atrial strain in STE is related to atrial remodeling and atrial
function, so it is a good parameter in predicting the recurrence of AF after CA. Further
studies are needed to add strength to the early prediction value of atrial strain in AF
recurrences. This review is very comprehensive and easy to understand. # In table 2, it
is well described about studies related to atrial strain, so it seems that we will get the
information we want to know right away. # The figures are very good because they
have strong visual impacts. But, they are difficult to understand. Therefore, it would be
good to provide more detailed explanations of the figures and include them below the

figures.
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Yu et al. presented a review on the utility of LA strain in predicting AF recurrence after
ablation. The paper is of interest. Speckle-tracking echo has been applied for assessing
LA function. It has been proven to be superior to LA size as AF predictor after AF
ablation (Saraiva et al., ] Am Soc Echocardiography 2010; Hammersting]l et al., JCE 2012;
Montserrat et al, Heart Rhythm 2015). 1 would include the paper on JACC
Cardiovascular Imaging 2019;12(6):1093-1101 "Left Atrial Strain Performance and its
Application in Clinical Practice" to give to the readers an overview on LA strain and its
clinical application. I would also add a paragraph on Al and echo data to predict AF
recurrence after ablation (Hwang YT, et al, A novel approach for predicting AF
recurrence after ablation using convolutional neural networks by assessing LA curved
M-mode speckle-tracking images. Front Cardiovascular Med 2021). Otherwise,
literature is adequately presented and commented. Table 2 is exhaustive. After minor

language improvements, the paper can be resubmitted for publication.




