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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
If Patients with back pain have HLA-B27 positive, SpA may be the right diagnosis. There

is a strong association between BD and HLA-B51/B5. However, there are very few cases
with SpA and positive HLA-B51. If the author explains the role of HLA-B51 in the

pathogenesis of SpA, it will be more convincing.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
1. In the references cited by the authors (1-5), the rate of HLA-B27+HLA-B51 positivity is

18, not 23.  Authors should verify the numbers by checking the references. 2. There are
no HLA-B27+HLA-B51 positive patients in the case reports of Lim et al. 3. I suggest

putting + and - signs instead of Y and N in table 1.




