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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

" SIBO may be caused by cirrhosis, or it could be a mechanism of gastrointestinal
diseases." should be changed to "The etiology of IBO apart from cirrhosis be
considered" "We recommend that investigators investigate the gastrointestinal

disease ...." should be change to " We recommend insvestigators exclude confounding

gastroinstestinal diseases...."
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In principal i agree with the suggestions provided in this letter to editor, but i have the
following suggestions: 1. I agree that using glucose as a substrate is more sensitive than
using lactulose as substrate in detecting SIBO, but it has been reported as well that
different substrates can detect bacterial growth in different areas of the small intestine.
Glucose is a sugar that is fermented in the upper (proximal) part of the small intestine;
while lactulose is fermented in the lower (distal) part of the small intestine. therefore
using a combination of both could be also recommended. 2. I agree that the sample size
in the study should be higher, but i recommend the authors to include a justification (or
an excuse) for using this samples size, for instance, " although a larger sample size is
recommended in this study, but it is worth mentioning that recruiting a high number

of cirrhosis patients is difficult".




