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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors present an excellent manuscript, well design and performed, and nicelly 

written. It is based on a well contrasted data base. The results obtained provide data 

meaningful and informative for clinical decision-making. Only minor questions should 

be corrected:  Material and Methods Section  - As the study is based on SEER data, 

please state in the text that it covers US population.  - Authors mentioned that "Based 

on the inclusion and exclusion criteria, a total of 4475 eligible patients were included in 

this study". But those inclusion and exclusion criteria are not detailed in the text. Please, 

explain those criteria.  - Authors mention that "Patients with incomplete data regarding 

distant metastatic sites or survival were excluded". This an exclusion criteria and should 

appear in the inclusion/exclusion criteria list.  - Statistical analysis. Authors mention, 

"All cases were randomly divided into a training cohort and a validation cohort (7:3 

ratio". But the criteria followed to select both cohorts is not explained. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

No substantial definite conclusion can be drawn. The authors should highlight the 

interpretation of the trends observed and how it will be useful for the future patients. 

 


