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1. Figure is needed in a review to demontrate the information directly, and deliver the 
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As an important pathological process ,intervertebral disc degeneration (IVDD) plays 

crucial role in affecting the morphology and normal physiological function of lumbar 

interverbral disc, and eventually leads to the decline of its ability to bear compression 

load. Due to the complex pathogenesis of IDD, there is currently no treatment that can 

effectively alleviate or reverse IDD. I think it might be more useful if this review article 

focus on the mechanism of non-coding RNAs, protein-protein interaction ,or other 

medicine in regulation of molecules and their roles played in the degeneration of human 

nucleus pulposus(NP) cells. 
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Dear editor and authors,  Thank you for the opportunity to review the manuscript 

entitled " The endplate role in the degenerative disc disease: a brief review". This is an 

interesting and promising manuscript which gives amazing points of comprehensive 

review instantly to the readers about the topic. In the present review, the authors aimed 

to provide an insight on background, concept, and features of the importance of 

vertebral endplate function in degenerative process of intervertebral disc. The authors 

did a really good job on the literature searching and explaining. It is generally 

well-written and the overview given is fairly informative. However, I have the following 

comments to the manuscript to improve and make it even a stronger paper before formal 

some of the sentences are still hard to follow. Please revise the language and proofread 
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Please give a more detailed background introduction to the endplate role in 

degenerative disc disease instead of low back pain as most of the readers of the journal 

may not be familiar with the field. For instance, degenerative disc disease may cause low 

mentioned some operative measures in treating degenerative disc disease, such as 

discectomy, spinal fusion, disc arthroplasty and epidural steroid injections. Please 

discuss in depth the indications and how to select or combine the aforementioned 

key points to the readers in table form. It would be easier for the readers to catch the 

points from the authors in a “at a glance” way. It could be a formidable if the review 

could present the core information in tables. In my point of view, a critical method of 

doing this is to add details of which citations originate the ideas proposed inside the 

tables. This would help the readers to find the tables even more useful and valuable. I 

would also appreciate some discussion about the quality of retrieved articles reported if 

es are outdated and even before the millennium. Please 

 

 


