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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors describe the effect of novel acupuncture technique on postoperative GI 

function recovery. The article is an interesting concepts but there are some concerns: 1. 

The language needs to be edited  2. ERAS protocol was followed in the patients in both 

groups. There are many components in preoperative period, intraoperative and 

postoperative period. The compliance of ERAS is always a concern and may affect the GI 

recovery. What was the compliance of ERAS protocols among the participants of both 

the groups with respect to various components. 3.    who recorded " time to first flatus 

and stool passages and time to first oral feeding" and how frequently was this recorded 

to ensure consistency. 4. Was the outcome assessor blinded to the study group allocation   

5. What was the preoperative fasting status of patients and did they receive any 

maltodextrins within 2-3 hours before anesthesia in both groups. Also what was the time 

when feeding was initiated in both the groups postoperatively 6. Please check the 

acceptable number of tables in guidelines and modify accordingly 7. Also a subgroup 

analysis of gastric vs colon cancer should be done 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This study is a clinical study, which mainly discussed the intradermal needle therapy at 

combined acupoints on patients’ gastrointestinal function following surgery for 

gastrointestinal tumors. this study found INT at the Yuan-source, Luo-connecting, and 

He-sea points in patients could decrease their time to first postoperative flatus passage, 

oral feeding, and defecation and alleviate their symptoms, including abdominal 

distension, nausea, vomiting, and fatigue 48 h and 72 h after surgery.  The main 

problem is that most of the observed indicators are the patients' self-symptoms, the 

defecation time is also affected subjectively, the objective index is less, and the sample 

size is small. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

#1 Intradermal needle therapy (INT) was continued for 1 week, but is there anything on 

the control group? If there is at least no needle attached, is the patient aware of this? If 

patients can recognize these things, then the placebo effect cannot be ruled out and at 

least seems to be included in the study limitation. The authors should elaborate on the 

procedure, especially in the control group.  #2 The authors should state whether there 

is a difference in treatment effect on GI function, GI symptoms in the INT and control 

groups between gastric cancer and other colon cancers.  #3 Some of the tables are 

shown in the second decimal place. The authors should show them in meaningful 

decimals and whole numbers, as they are not clinically meaningful. 

 


