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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this work, the authors have investigated the expression of KLF16 as potential
oncogene/biomarker of pancreatic adenocarcinoma (PAAD). In particular, the authors
showed that KLF16 and SMADG6 overexpression promoted the malignant function of
PAAD and the KLF16/SMADG6 axis might be explored as a therapeutic target for PAAD
therapy. The work treats an interesting topic, however after a careful reading through
the text, I found several issues that should be addressed. My suggestions are below
described in a point-by-point list: 1. In the introduction, the authors should better
describe the rationale that led them to study KLF16 as a potential biomarker for PAAD. 2.

In figure 2, the control band of figure 2H (western blot) is much lower than the
control band in figure 2B. Please clarify. 3. Also in figure 4, microscope images in the
control are very different. Please clarify. 4. In figure 5, the control band of
overexpression experiments (western blot, figure 5D) is much lower than the control
band of knockdown experiments. Please clarify. 5. To support the potential role of
KLF16 as biomarker for PAAD, the authors analysed their expression in both normal
and PAAD tissues in the TCGA dataset. However, if survival data can be acquired from
the TCGA PAAD dataset, an association analysis between KLF16 expression and

survival rate should be performed.
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The study adds new data regarding the genetics in pancreatic adenocarcinoma. It clearly

and well writen.
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