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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1.The authors described the variation of arterial vessels for pancreas transplantation. The 

splenic artery has a high percentage of consistency, which is important and useful for the 

pancreatic transplantation, enhancing the operation success  rate.  2.However, in the 

figure legends, you should present more details, so that the clinicians can clearly identify 

the possible variation of the arteries supplying to different parts of the pancreas. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Anatomical assessment of intra-pancreatic blood flow has been fully studied. Pancreas 

transplantation with isolated splenic artery blood supply has already been reported by 

the same group of Pancreas transplantation Dpt. in Moscow in six patients  (Alexey V. 

Pinchuk and Ilya Dymiriev et al. Asian Journal of Surgery, 2020). The possibility to 

perform a pancreas transplantation from an anatomical point of view via a unique blood 

supply is out of question. However, the risk/benefit ratio for such a procedure is 

unbalanced due to the challenging nature of the surgical procedure used, which depends 

on a variety of variables where anatomy is only one variable. During pancreas 

transplantation, hemodynamic conditions can vary significantly, resulting in a high risk 

of choosing a single blood supply due to anatomical variability and hemodynamic 

variability. The lack of adequate autonomic response in diabetic patients to hypovolemia 

can result in unexpected functional dysregulation of the opening of intrapancreatic 

vascular anastomoses. In prolonged hypotension, intrapancreatic anastomoses for 

maximal vascularization of the duodenum can be impaired. For these considerations, the 

most reliable blood supply for a pancreas transplantation is considered the dual supply 

via the SMA and SA arteries.  It would be unwise to propose one blood supply via the 

SA for pancreas transplantations, which have the highest complication rate.  The 

isolated splenic artery blood supply can be proposed as a rescue procedure in very rare 

conditions where the mesenteric artery stump or the inferior pancreatico-duodenal 

artery have been allocated to the liver or intestine or damaged during abdominal 

multi-organ procurement (multiorgan procurement of liver, pancreas and intestine).  

The paper seems an anatomical review of several papers from different anatomical 
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studies and it does not seem to have a real clear clinical relevance for readers of the 

World Journal of Gastroenterology; therefore, it would be better suited for an anatomical 

journal. 

 


