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N/A 6 Results. Are the research objectives achieved by the experiments used in this
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pathophysiology, the mechanisms of virus on the liver cells, and so on. A summary of
these results is helpful in understanding the virus-induced liver disease. 7 Discussion.
Does the manuscript interpret the findings adequately and appropriately, highlighting
the key points concisely, clearly and logically? Are the findings and their
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contents? Do figures require labeling with arrows, asterisks etc., better legends? Good.
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the introduction and discussion sections? Does the author self-cite, omit, incorrectly cite
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The manuscript by Liptak et al provides an in depth analysis to the impact of the

SARS-CoV-2 virus on liver pathologies, most notably ACLF. While comprehensive and
well in-depth in explaining the links between ACLF and COVID, the manuscript would
benefit from a more focused approach to the issue at hand which was not clear in the
lengthy introduction. This paper could potentially be beneficial to the journal if the
following links could be made: 1. Most of the introduction could be better placed in
the discussion segments (including the comparisons to other viruses). The thesis of the
paper was not fully clear until the tail end of the long paragraph. 2. The link between
understanding the pathophysiological mechanisms of COVID virus leading to better
management was stated but not substantiated clinically. This paper could potentially
benefit from the elaboration on the possible avenues to explore whereby the
pathophysiology of COVID (versus other viruses) could help to improve outcomes for
ACLF. 3. An excellent pictorial representation of the viral impact on the liver was
presented. 4. The table describing the definitions of ACLF seem rather incompatible
with the focus of the paper and should be revised to correlate with how this might
impact the management of COVID-induced ACLF. Else, a different table highlighting
the impact of the 4 mentioned pathophysiological thesis could be considered. 5. Finally,
the structure of the paper does not seem to be in line with the current recommended

formatting of the World ]J.
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Thank you for reviewing the comments sent. The paper now presents much more

clinical impact and should be considered for publication.



