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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Nice paper and unusual case scenario. Even if diagnosis and treatment were quite
obvious, putative cause is rare and underreported. I think that the key message is that
acupunture could be kept in mind as source of infection. Obviously this is only a case
report, but the note of caution regarding potential life threating complication in healthy

people of acupunture could be meaningful
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

It is a well-written article. However, there are some concerns about this article. 1. The
authors could present the acupuncture methods and places in the figures for general
readers. 2. The number of references is small and not updated. 3. The patient’s HbAlc
level is relatively high. Did the authors deny diabetes? 4. The authors have required core
tips in the article. 5. The weakest point of this article is that there is no strong correlation
between acupuncture and vertebral infection. The authors should explain the pathway
of infection (e.g., through vessel). 5.The duration of antibiotic treatment before the

operation seems very short.
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The authors have presented an interesting case. I suggest following changes to improve
manuscript quality 1. The manuscript has been poorly written without much emphasis
given on history proceeding presenting complaints, past relevant history etc. 2. English
language polishing is required (grammar, style as well as spelling). The authors should
consider taking english editing services from professional organisation 3. The authors
could have added a table reviewing other similar case reports available in literature.
Also if similar complication was reported among other patients going for acupuncture at
the centre 4. Figure 3 does not clearly shows the growth of E.coli, rather it shows a
mixture of Gram positive cocci and Gram negative bacilli 5. The manuscript can be cut

short and presented as a letter to editor / commentary
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The manuscript looks much more informative and concise now. I noticed minor
corrections like using short forms and starting bacterial genus name in with lower case

letter. Rest looks good.




