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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this interesting study, the authors analyzed the potential genes and signaling 

pathways related to DNA hydroxymethylation in serum samples of HBsAg-positive 

carriers, patients with liver cirrhosis, and patients with liver cancer to explore the 

possible mechanism of HBV-carrying status and the development from liver cirrhosis to 

liver cancer. The study is designed well, and the results are very interesting. The 

reviewer recommends to accept this study after a minor revision. 1. There are some 

minor language polishing which require a minor editing. 2. The data in results are well 

discussed, however, the references should be updated. 3. The figures are good; however, 

the images should be updated with high resolution ratio images.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting study of 5-hydroxymethylcytosine modification in HBV carriers 

and liver cirrhosis and liver cancer patients. The study is well performed. This study 

showed that the 5hmC modification of genes in the liver digestion-related pathway may 

be most closely related to the occurrence and development of liver cancer. The findings 

are interesting. After a minor editing, this manuscript can be accepted. 

 


