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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript of Sung Woo Ko and Seung Bae Yoon provides an overview of the 

importance of portal circulating tumour cells (CTCs) as a biomarker in pancreatic cancer. 

This is a very interesting aspect, considering the oncological challenge on the treatment 

of this kind of tumour. Even though the overall structure of the manuscript is good, a 

very important part is missing and regards the contribution of CTCs in radioresistance 

as Yu et al. 2021 and Yang X. et al. 2022 have described. This aspect is crucial, since the 

better understanding of CTCs in this mechanism could significantly improve 

radiotherapy outcomes and personalized treatment options. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a very interesting and well written review. Very nice. Please add the thickness of 

the needle used in EUS-FNA and the amount of sample required for measurement. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

GENERAL COMMENTS The authors demonstrated the clinical significance of portal 

venous circulating tumor cells (CTCs) in patients with pancreatic cancer. There are some 

queries and comments.  Comments 1. Epithelial CTCs, mesenchymal CTCs, and 

epithelial-mesenchymal transition CTCs should be explained as Figure. 2. Please confirm 

(Page 5, lines 5; po CTCs). 
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