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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a very interesting prospective cohort study aiming to investigate the impact of 

GA+CS on clinical outcomes of patients with knee and hip OA and patients treatment 

satisfaction. The study has a unique approach of addressing the effectiveness of the 

treatment and patients satisfaction at the same time. I have few comments to improve 

the quality of the manuscript for publication. I believe the authors should address these 

comments before publications. •The result in the abstract is descriptive. However, the 

main results reported some important and statistically significant outcomes with P-value 

0.001. I believe that the P-values should be reported in the abstract to highlight the 

robustness of the outcome.  •The introduction reported good epidemiological 

background of the problem. Taking into consideration that this study is also concerned 

with patients’ satisfaction, I believe that the introduction should have a paragraph 

discussing this issue. There is a couple of recent studies reporting that patients 

preference for OA treatment is driven by patients’ desire to avoid treatment side effects, 

I believe this evidence will strengthen the argument of encouraging the use of GA+CS 

instead of NSAIDs and they should be used in the introduction: Al-Omari B, McMeekin 
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P, Bate A. Systematic Review of Studies Using Conjoint Analysis Techniques to 

Investigate Patients' Preferences Regarding Osteoarthritis Treatment. Patient Prefer 

Adherence. 2021 Feb 3;15:197-211. doi: 10.2147/PPA.S287322. PMID: 33568897; PMCID: 

PMC7868222, and Al-Omari B, McMeekin P. Patients' Preferences Regarding 

Osteoarthritis Medications: An Adaptive Choice-Based Conjoint Analysis Study. Patient 

Prefer Adherence. 2020 Dec 22;14:2501-2515. doi: 10.2147/PPA.S283922. PMID: 33376311; 

PMCID: PMC7765685. •The student’s paired t-test was used. However, there is no 

mention of the hypothesis being tested. The author must report the hypothesis of the 

study and based on the t-test if they are accepting or rejecting the null-hypothesis. I 

believe this has already been done, just need to be reported.  •The methods and results 

sections are reported very well. •The discussion of the patient’s satisfaction in the 

discussion section is very short. I believe this is one of the main novelties of this study 

and the discussion should be expanded and included some references such as NICE 

guidelines 2022 which encourages the inclusion of patients satisfaction and preferences 

in OA treatment:  https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng226 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Authors  Congratulations on the study. I have some concerns that need 

clarification before considering the presented manuscript for publication.  1. The study 

includes patients from KL 1-3 grades but gives the conclusion that it is useful for very 

early stages of disease but failed to give the details of the stages of the patients included  

2. A subgroup analysis of the outcomes based on the stage of the disease could be made 

to identify the effectiveness of the treatment with each stage of the disease  3. the 

recommended duration of the treatment is not mentioned to ascertain the compliance 

rate for the specified treatement 

 


