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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a nice case report describing a patient diagnosed with pulmonary hypertension,
nephrotic syndrome, and polymyositis due to chronic hepatitis C infection. A
multi-disciplinary recommendation was that the patient should be treated with
sildenafil and macitentan in combination and methylprednisolone. During treatment
autoimmune symptoms, liver function, hepatitis C RNA levels, and cardiac parameters
of right heart catheterization were monitored closely. The patient showed significant
improvement in 6-minute walking distance from 100 to 300 m at 3-month follow-up and
pulmonary artery pressure drops to 50 mmHg. They concluded that this case further
provides evidence supporting the relationship between hepatitis C infection and diverse
extrahepatic manifestations, underlying that it is very rare to have pulmonary
hypertension, nephrotic syndrome, and polymyositis in a single patient. They included
a literature review on the management of several specific extrahepatic manifestations of
hepatitis C. The case is well presented and of clinical relevance. However, to further
improve the manuscript the authors should expand the relationship between HCV and

autoimmunity. It is well-known that HCV may trigger extrahepatic autoimmunity as
2
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weel summarized in a comprehensive review (HCV and autoimmunity. Curr Pharm Des.
2008;14(17):1678-85. doi: 10.2174/138161208784746824.). Importantly, it is well-known
that HCV infection is associated to the development of serum autoantibodies, thus
potentially causing problems in differential diagnosis when not properly interpreted, as
previously reported (Hepatitis C and autoreactivity. Dig Liver Dis. 2007 Sep;39 Suppl
1:522-4. doi: 10.1016/51590-8658(07)80006-5).
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The authors describe an unusual association of hepatitis virus C infection with three

extrahepatic disorders as nephrotic syndrome, pulmonary infection and polymyositis.

The manuscript is well written and interesting because such association has never been

described. Virus C is often associated with extrahepatic disorders, but in the reported

patient three different disorders were reported. Therapy with association of antiviral

treatment and steroidfs resolved the complications of the disorders and the virus C

negativization in a short time. Even if the associastion of a renal biopsy and a description

of the behaviour of complement is lacking, the manuscript worth to be published due to

the really unusual association of the pathologies and the rapid recovery
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the association between hepatitis C and autoimmune manifestations has been described
for a long time, but case reports are important when faced with new combinations. The

reports help us to be aware of such problems.




