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Gut microbiota plays an important role in maintaining health. Once organic or
functional diseases occur, intestinal bacteria overgrow and the increase the number or
variety of bacteria will induce abdominal pain, bloating, diarrhea, and malnutrition
symptoms. The diagnosis of SIBO mostly depends on the clinical findings of doctors,
who decide whether to conduct further tests, such as intestinal fluid culture and imaging
examinations to verify the diagnosis. Such a diagnosis pattern potentiates many
problems, however, this review did not address such issue. Major concern: 1. The
author did not address the heterogeneity and susceptibility of SIBO. In some cases,
although there is SIBO, it may not have significant harmful effects. There are no
symptoms, or the symptoms are atypical. Patients do not seek medical attention in a
timely manner or doctors do not detect it in a timely manner, resulting in the statistical
prevalence of SIBO may be lower than the actual level. Some other studies report that
the incidence of SIBO in the healthy population ranges from 2.5% to 22%; 2. SIBO
symptoms often overlap with other diseases and may be incorrectly diagnosed as IBS.

The prevalence of SIBO among patients who meet the diagnostic criteria for IBS is 30% to
6
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85%; 3. Using hydrogen breath test alone cannot detect methanogenic SIBO, leading to
missed diagnosis and reducing the detection rate of SIBO; 4. Age is an important risk
factor for SIBO. The incidence rate of SIBO in different age groups is different. The

prevalence of SIBO in the elderly is generally higher than that in other age groups.
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In this review, the authors want to discuss the epidemiology of SIBO in functional
dyspepsia, irritable bowel syndrome, functional abdominal bloating, functional
constipation and other diseases. The content of this review is interesting and
comprehensive. However, this review also has a few of shortcomings. 1. Abstract is
inconsistent with the title and text. The abstract wants to describe the association of SIBO
with various diseases, but the title and text focus on epidemiology. In addition, the
abstract logic is not clear and language is not refined enough. 2. The article provides
some descriptions of the connection between SIBO and other diseases, but these are
somewhat superficial, the intensive relationship is recommended, including the putative
pathophysiological mechanisms linking SIBO and different diseases, as well as the
description of how they interact. 3. The authors lack insight into the problems with the
current research on SIBO and different diseases, and it is suggested to add their own
insights. 4. The format of the references is inconsistent; it is recommended that they

should be modified. Therefore, a major revision is suggested.




