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Dear Associate Editor Thank you for sending me the article entitled “Fecal microbial 

biomarkers along with MT-sDNA improve the diagnostic accuracy in colorectal cancer” 

for review. This trial evaluated the association between some genera of intestinal 

microbiome, tumor markers and MT-sDNA with colorectal cancer. They showed a 

positive correlation between MT-sDNA, CEA and AFP with intestinal microbiome. 

Moreover, eight biomarkers including 6 genera of gut microbiota, MT-sDNA and CEA 

showed a prominent sensitivity and specificity for the CRC prediction. There are some 

comments as the followings: 1-Please do not use abbreviations like MT-sDNA in the 

abstract. 2-Since cirrhosis affect the AFP level, please define if subjects with cirrhosis 

were excluded from the study. 3-Please define the criteria for selection of healthy 

subjects. Was colonoscopy performed in the controls? Were subjects with colorectal 

polyps excluded from control group? 4-Considering the role of environment in gut 

microbiome, please clarify why only educational status was evaluated in this trial. I 

think some other important sociodemographic variables (residency in rural-urban area, 

monthly income...) and food patterns should be matched in the trial arms. These 
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shortages could be addressed in as the limitations of study. 

 


